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MOST PARENTS ACCEPT THAT straight
teeth are an asset to a person and often
invest in braces for their child' (ren), if the
costs are possible. By spendlllg <a
considerable sum of money for a beautiful
smile, we believe we have received more
than a good return on that investment.
Now we often see adults wearing
braces and Weusualjyadmire tlleirdecision
to take that step, knowing that' they are
choosing some temporary pain and
possible embarrassment in order to achieve
a long-term benefit.

I think about this because a good smile
is important, and at the same time J think it
is important to emphasize that there
are things more important than our smile
and/or braces. One of those areas is good
character but some people invest little or
nothing in the teaching of character
to their children. The evidence is
overwhelming that the foundation stones of
honesty, character, integrity, the right
attitude, hard work, thrift, dependability,
and host of other qualities are the things
th~t separate those people who really
succeed in their professions and personal
lives from those. who enjoy only moderate
or limited success.

Our Founding Fathers were taught those
foundational qualities from birth. Actually,
over 90 percent of all the educational thrust
in those days, according to the Thomas
Jeffer.,sonResearch Institute, was aimed at
teaching ethical, moral, and spiritual
values. Its effectiveness is evidenced by
the lives of Washington, Adams, Madison,
Monroe, Franklin, and numerous others. I
believe if all of us would analyze this
approach to life, we would get just as
enthusiastic about character development
as we are winning smiles, great sports
skills, academic efforts, etc. Straighten your
teeth and you will have a winning smile.
Straighten and strengthen your character
and that of your children and life will smile
on you and them!

Dr. Falkner

MID-JANUARY CALENDAR:

TODAY: Home basketball CLS vs.
Ascension Girls @4 PM/Boys @ 5 PM

THURSDAY: Hotdog hot lunch at
Redeemer and Longfellow.

FRIDAY: Science and Learning Fair for
gr. 4-8 from 7-8 P.M. held in the
Longfellow Gym

NEXT MONDAY (Jan. 28): Report
cards go home PS- gr. 8. Away
basketball game 4 PM/Boys @ 5 PM
Forcey vs. CL:.S

Looking ahead:

Feb. 4: City of Hyattsville, Teacher
Recognition Award ceremony 8 P.M.

Feb. 5: Special Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Lunch @ 12:00. Home
basketball game Boys only @ 4:45 P.M.
Ideal Education vs. CLS

Feb. 7: Home basketball CLS vs. Holy
Trinity Girls@4 PM/Boys @5 PM

OUR STUDENT FAMILY time to play
board.games on Friday after Chapel
was a fun-filled event for everyone. We
enjoy our time together as "student
families!"




