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ADMITTING A MISTAKE IS A
BEGINNING; correcting it is a step forward;
following through is success.

After more than 37 years as an educator,
adults and children, I have spoken to groups

- of many different sizes. I have come to make

some interesting observations in those years.
Almost without exception, those people who
sit in the front or near the front, seem to be
more focused on what they can learn and
their vision seems more important to them.
Those people who already "know it all" or
feel that they do, or those people who
consider the time they.are spending, a waste
of their time or think they've "heard it all
before," will invariably arrive late or at the
last moment and even be unprepared. They
are also the ones who most likely squirm in
their seats, leave early, or talk to the person
next to them.

I've also observed that when: these same
‘people go to an athletic  event or

entertainment event, they want the best seat
in the house. They generally arrive in plenty
of time and are irritated when there are
distractions from anyone else.

I have begun to wonder how true this is
of children and school. The kids who arrive
early, eager to get into the building, and are
always prepared are like sponges eager for
the water to be turned on. They are 'front-
row' people and they come to school with
great expectations, taught by their parents
even if yet unlearned by them.  They
come prepared to learn with few external
obstacles. It is not that their enthusiasm has
to be bubbling out, it is seen in their desire to
be at school and their preparation for each

MID-SEPTEMBER CALENDAR:

WEDNESDAY: Band program presentation
for grades 4-8. ‘

THURSDAY: School pictures taken. (order

-envelope enclosed)

Looking ahead:

Sept. 28: Half-day of School Trinity &
Redeemer classes end at noon & Longfellow

classes end at 12:20 P.M. Extended care is’

available.  9:15 A.M. School chapel @
Redeemer Church- (K-S)

Oct. 1: Mid-terms go home gr. 4-8
Oct. 4: Gift wrap fundraiser begins

A study done at Harvard University
speaks to even a first grader or seventh
grader in school. The ones who are eager to
get as much as they can out of every class
or school day <(a) come with those
expectations of learning, (b) learn all they
can in their way and style, (¢) and find
different ways to digest their learning, often
by sharing it with others in different ways to
grow even more. They do reinforce what
they” have learned, in their own way, and
they pick up more from others around
them. In short, these students are winners
because they plan to win, prepare to win,
and expect to win. That is a terrific approach
to life. ‘

You have to support and reinforce so
much for your children every day. You have
to get them to school on time, eager and
prepared to learn all that they can. You have






