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"If you will set the example, you may not
have to set the rules”

As a young father, my mother would
often say to me, "Children pay more attention
to what you do than what you say." She also
repeatedly said that if you "set the example,"
you won't need to make as many rules. As |
have gotten older | believe those people who
advocate that rules without a relationship iead
to rebellion. My mom seemed to know what
she was talking about and what she believed
and the second statement above combine to.
lay the basis for a marvelous relationship and
the teaching and raising of positive, morally
sound, successful youngsters in our often
racist, sexist, and violent society.

All of us know that when we repeatedly
express our acceptance of our child, we are
giving that child the knowledge that we really
do love him/her--and that's what gives them
the all-important sense of security to grow up
positively. When we express our
appreciation for our children, we are giving
them a feeling and sense of significance,
which obviously is tremendously confidence-
building. When our kids see that we pay
attention to others and serve and care for
them, they make the association that these
other people are important, so when you
make yourself available to your child for
conversation and  activities, that very
availability gives your child a feeling of
importance.

Demonstrating genuine parental affection
on a regular basis with hugs, pats, and
motherly and fatherly kisses, lets them know
they are lovable. When each one of us
gives our children, all of them, a feeling of
security, significance and importance, and the
knowledge that he/she is lovable, our
children are going to be secure, confident,

AUGUST CALENDAR:

TODAY: HALF-DAY OF SCHOOL -
teacher’s professional afternoon Trinity &
Redeemer classes end at noon and
Longfellow classes end at 12:20 P.M.
Extended care is available. Preschool &
kindergarten Orientation Day 8:30-noon
at Redeemer & Trinity locations.

TUESDAY: First day for preschool &
kindergarten.

WEDNESDAY: 9:15 A.M. Opening
Chapel @ Redeemer Church gr. 1- 8.
(Parents are always invited to join us for
worship.) “Back to School Night™ for
grades 4-8 at ;| 7:00 P.M. in the gym at
Longfellow. :

THURSDAY: “Back to School Night” for
grades 1-3 at 7:00 P.M. in the church at
Redeemer.

FRIDAY: Magazine fundraiser begins.
Sales packets go home with grades 1-8.

NEXT MONDAY (Sept. 3): SCHOOL
CLOSED - Labor Day

loving, and grateful. What a wonderful
meaning that gives life every day. We pray
this year that every childat Concordia
feels loved from all of us at school and from
parents, family, peers, and more. We make
that commitment to our families and know
that our children will grow this year in the
most wonderful of ways.
D. Falkner







